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Funding boost for local fruit  f ly program

While QFF is present in the region, posing a
significant threat to horticulture industries,
populations of the pest have decreased
since work began on delivering the action
plan – dropping to a three-year low in
2019/20. 

The extension of funding provides an
opportunity for industry, community and
government to continue to work together to
improve fruit fly management. 

Read the full announcement on the Premier
of Victoria website: www.premier.vic.gov.au

The Greater Sunraysia Pest Free Area
has welcomed the recent
announcement that Victoria’s key fruit
production regions will remain
protected from the destructive
impacts of Queensland fruit fly with
an extension of funding from the state
government.

Mildura Rural City Council will receive a
$511,900 grant, allowing the local
governance group to continue its successful
implementation of the area-wide
management program in 2020–21.

https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/protecting-victorian-horticulture-from-fruit-fly-impacts/


QFF numbers hit  three-year low

The removal of more than 7500 unmanaged
trees from backyards in the past four years
has helped control QFF populations in
urban areas. 

“The low numbers heading into the cooler
months provides a great opportunity to
really get on top of the populations at the
start of next season,” Andrew said. 

“This is not the time to be complacent.
Queensland fruit fly can survive the winter
– adult flies are very adept at finding refuge
above ground in evergreen trees or under
the eaves of houses. 

“If you had fruit fly in your orchard or
vineyard this season, now is a good time to
put out some monitoring traps to capture
flies that will be active on the warmer
winter days. 

"Flies are unlikely to overwinter in
deciduous orchards and may move to
evergreen trees around the house or
packing sheds, so place some traps in these
areas.”

Queensland fruit fly populations in
2019/20 are at a three-year low,
according to a new report by
renowned entomologist Andrew
Jessup.

Extensive control work completed by
growers and the wider community are
providing some relief from this destructive
pest. 

From 2011 (when this outbreak
commenced) to the summer of 2018, QFF
populations were growing each year.
However, during the last two seasons,
populations have been at their lowest in
five years. This news brings some relief to
growers who have faced many hurdles this
year.

Andrew proposed that the welcome
reduction could be associated with the
positive work growers are doing to control
QFF on their properties, the regional
management activities carried out by the
Greater Sunraysia Pest Free Area with the
community in peri-urban areas, and the
impact of weather.
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QFF detections within the GSPFA (July – June)
Trapping data sourced from Agriculture Victoria

The Mildura Rural City Council - Greater Sunraysia Pest Free Area and the Department of Jobs, Precincts and
Regions make no representation or warranty, express or implied, in respect to the quality, accuracy or usefulness
of the data or otherwise. 



Outsmarting fruit f ly in Sunraysia

“What RapidAIM does is take the guesswork
out of fruit fly management. If you have a
surveillance grid of smart traps, you can get
good idea of where there are persistent
problems. 

"Growers can see where the problem starts,
target their management, and see what’s
working.
 
“The value for the GSPFA is being able
to see the overall problem – they can easily
identify hot spots, which is something
that could only be done by manually
inspecting traps, which is very resource
intensive.”

Greater Sunraysia Pest Free Area has
deployed a network of 50 smart traps
across the region as part of a new
fruit fly surveillance project.

Designed to provide growers with real-time
information to improve their management
strategies, the RapidAIM (Automated Insect
Monitoring) traps are being trialled at Iraak,
and Karadoc, Tol Tol and Tresco. Five traps
have also been set up at the SuniTAFE
Smart Farm, which will be used as a
demonstration site.

The RapidAIM digital pest surveillance
system uses low-powered smart sensors to
detect insects like Queensland fruit fly
using their characteristic movements.

RapidAIM co-founder and CEO Nancy
Schellhorn said the technology, which was
developed at CSIRO, could help the greater
Sunraysia region get on top of its QFF
problem.

“Managing insect pests is a guessing game;
growers end up with a problem before they
know it,” Nancy said. “The alternative is
they have to apply a bait spray all the time
as insurance.
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Outbreaks in South Australia

Have you subscribed to the National Fruit
Fly Council newsletter for the latest in
Queensland and Mediterranean fruit fly
news, research and development?
 
Read current and past editions of the
Prevent Fruit Fly newsletter on the council ’s
website: preventfruitfly.com.au/newsletter
 
The latest edition introduces the newest
members appointed to the council, which
includes David Daniels who is the chair of
the GSPFA governance group.

Current information about the
Mediteranean fruit fly outbreaks in
metropolitan Adelaide is available on the
PIRSA website: www.pir.sa.gov.au
 
The webpage includes a map showing fruit
fly outbreak and suspension areas as well
as a checklist for what to do if you live or
work in a quarantine area.
 
It also provides advice on market access
requirements for growers, packers and
wholesalers.

Sign up to prevent fruit f ly

https://preventfruitfly.com.au/newsletter/
http://planthealthaustralia.cmail19.com/t/ViewEmail/j/C92869417BE3D1022540EF23F30FEDED/E05E16942F2BC7EE2438807772DD75D1
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/fruit_fly_in_sa/current_outbreaks


T o  r e c e i v e  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  v i a  e m a i l ,  p l e a s e  s u b s c r i b e  a t
w w w . p e s t f r e e a r e a . c o m . a u / i n d u s t r y

CONTACT US
03 5022 0327
info@greatersunraysiapfa.com.au

STAY IN TOUCH
Follow Greater Sunraysia Pest Free Area
on Facebook for regular updates
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Rising to the challenge
“In the early years, our business used a
baiting technique to manage for fruit fly.
Bait spraying works really effectively but it
can become quite time consuming, so in
recent years we have adapted our spray
programs to target QFF in our crucial times
and it ’s working well.”
 
Read the full story in the latest Vine
magazine: bit.ly/vinemay2020

The May edition also includes a story about
a new mass trapping project being led by
Agriculture Victoria.
 
The Vine  is produced for the table grape
and dried fruits industries by the Australian
Table Grape Association and Dried Fruits
Australia and is funded by Hort Innovation.

Sunraysia table grape growers like
Anthony Zappia are adapting their
farming practices to meet the
persistent challenge of Queensland
fruit fly.

Anthony, who was quite new to the industry
when QFF populations began escalating in
the region, said growers weren’t fully aware
of the impacts of the pest. 
 
“In subsequent harvests, growers became
aware fruit fly could penetrate table grapes
and that it wouldn’t discriminate,” he said

“While table grapes aren’t a favoured host
for fruit fly, infestation can lead to berry
breakdown so it ’s important to have good
management strategies in place.

https://www.pestfreearea.com.au/industry
https://www.facebook.com/greatersunraysiapestfreearea/
https://issuu.com/vine-magazine/docs/2_vinemag_vol16iss2_fin_digital2?fr=sZGRlNTE0MjI2MDM

