
Regional trends in QFF numbers

Significantly fewer Queensland fruit flies
have been trapped in the Greater Sunraysia
Pest Free Area (GSPFA) this year than in
each of the previous three years (see Figure
1 on the next page). This desirable
reduction is likely due to a combination of
hot, dry weather in early 2019, low rainfall
in winter, and increasing anti-fruit fly
activities at a community level.
 
As usual, the number of fruit flies trapped
during winter was low, but numbers jumped
up as of mid-September. A total of 2133
flies were trapped in the first three weeks
of September at 1150 sites. Hot spots –
where unusually large numbers of flies
were trapped – were identified in
Coomealla and Curlwaa in NSW and
Merbein and Red Cliffs in Victoria.
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There will be a drop in the number of flies
trapped during late October and November
as overwintering flies die out, but they
would have already infested fruit in
September and early October. The resulting
flies will emerge in late November to early
December and, if not controlled, will cause
serious damage to urban fruit and
vegetables and commercial orchards that
might be harvesting then.
 
Now is the time to implement season-long
fruit fly control strategies:
 

Monitoring – checking developing fruits
for sting marks and infestations.
Trapping – using male and female
targeting traps to see when populations
have arrived and are starting to build up.
Weekly baiting – using products based on
fruit fly food (e.g. protein) and toxicants
will control male and female fruit flies.
Netting – useful as a physical barrier as
long as the crop has completed
fertilisation and fruit-set.
Fruit removal –removing trees and
destroying fallen and unwanted fruit
assists greatly in the control of next-
generation pest fruit flies. 

 
The full report by Andrew Jessup (Janren
Consulting) is available on the GSPFA
website.



Figure 1:
Queensland fruit fly
detections within the
Greater Sunraysia PFA.
 
Trapping data from
Agriculture Victoria.
 
*"The Mildura Rural City Council –
Greater Sunraysia Pest Free Area and the
Department of Jobs, Precincts and
Regions make no representation or warranty,
express or implied, in respect to
the quality, accuracy or usefulness of the Data
or otherwise.”

QFF becoming active this spring

Fruit fly populations in the GSPFA are now
starting to build up. As spring temperatures
increase, flies that survived the winter are
becoming active and looking to mate so
that females can lay eggs into new season
(or late-hanging old season) fruit.
 
QFF generally mate at sunset, and mating
cannot be achieved until sunset
temperatures reach about 16°C. While
there were a few days in late July when this
threshold was reached, it wasn’t until early
September that more prolonged
temperatures at or above the threshold
occurred.
 
During October, fruit flies are searching for
food – protein from bacteria, yeast and
fungi on plant surfaces; sugar from flowers
and plant exudates; and water from dew,
rain, condensation and irrigation.
 
If QFF can find unmanaged fruit at this
time, they will lay eggs into them after
mating. Many flies will die of old age, but
not before laying eggs. Flies will be on the
landscape but will be invisible as eggs and
larvae in fruit and/or pupae in the ground.
 
The full report by Andrew Jessup (Janren
Consulting) is available at
www.pestfreearea.com.au/trends 

Tree removal program helping to
fight fruit f ly

Thousands of Sunraysia residents have
chosen to remove their fruit trees over the
past three years, helping to reduce QFF
activity and support their local horticulture
industries.
 
Since GSPFA’s free tree removal program
began in 2016, more than 6280 host trees
have been removed.
 
The program has been successful in
eliminating fruit fly host plants from across
the area, however, there is still  more to be
done. To reduce the external pressure on
horticultural properties, the GSPFA is again
offering tree removal for Victorian
residents who live between Yelta and
Kerang, either in town or on a residential
block in rural areas.



What can growers do now?

Now is the time for growers to ensure
they have the supplies and equipment to
act against QFF as soon as it is present
and begins to build up. 
 
Growers should be implementing some or
all of the control strategies recommended
in this newsletter – whichever are
appropriate for the area they live in and
previous impacts of QFF. 
 
The earlier these are achieved, the less
of an impact fruit flies will have on
orchards and gardens later in the season.
 
Growers should check their stocks of, or
purchase new:
 

Traps, and the lures and toxicants that
go in them. Make sure old traps are
still intact and that stored lures and
toxicants are within their use-by date.
Baits and pesticides. Ensure stored
items are within their use-by dates and
are still  approved by the federal
regulator of pesticide usage –
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary
Medicines Authority (APVMA). Newly
purchased pesticides should also be
checked for APVMA approval against
QFF in your state and your crop. The
pesticide label and your supplier will
also be able to assist.

Sterile f l ies hit  the skies

The results of a pilot study, which involves
releasing sterile Queensland fruit flies
over areas in Cobram Victoria and Hillston
NSW, will be used to design the release of
sterile flies in other affected areas.
 
The pilot release aims to reduce the local
populations of QFF. At each location,
about two million sterile flies will be
released from a customised aircraft each
week from September 2019 until April
2020. On the
ground, scientists will monitor the
movement of the flies, their longevity in
the field, the impact on crops, and the wild
population.
 
The SITPlus program, led by Macquarie
University, is constantly being refined to
ensure the best possible outcomes. Some
of the nation’s leading scientists have
invested countless hours ensuring the
sterile fruit flies will be fit and attractive
to native flies, encouraging them to mate
without producing offspring. 
 
For more information, visit the Hort
Innovation website: horticulture.com.au
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STAY IN TOUCH
Follow 'Greater Sunraysia Pest Free Area'
on Facebook for regular updates


