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Consider using fruit fly baits and/or
spraying. Protein bait sprays (containing
protein and an insecticide) are most
effective on newly emerged flies that are
hungry and need to feed on protein to
mate and lay their eggs. Sprays need to
be applied every seven days (as directed)
or more frequently in wet weather. For
more information about bait sprays, visit:
www.pestfreearea.com.au/baits  
Remove any fruit trees you are not
harvesting (e.g. from around the house
and shed).
Don’t forget to strip fruit off the
pollinators even if you are not selling it –
leaving it on the tree provides a place for
QFF to breed up.

 
To find out why QFF trapping rates vary so
much during the year, read the full report
by Andrew Jessup (Janren Consulting) at:
www.pestfreearea.com.au/trends

Fruit f ly numbers growing

Use traps to check for the presence of
QFF.
Visually check ripening fruit for fruit fly
sting marks.

The Queensland fruit fly (QFF)
population in the Greater Sunraysia
Pest Free Area (GSPFA) is currently on
its way up. 
 
The first generation of offspring from adult
flies that survived the winter are now
starting to emerge from their pupal cases. 
 
These new flies are searching for sugar and
protein in order to survive, reach sexual
maturity, mate, find host fruit, and lay
eggs. 
 

What can you do during early summer?

https://www.pestfreearea.com.au/baits
https://www.pestfreearea.com.au/trends


Don't be deceived by low
fruit f ly numbers trapped in
winter

In most parts of Victoria, adult fruit
flies don’t all die off over winter.
 
While most QFF eggs, larvae and pupae will
die, adults can survive. 
 
Some scientists have suggested that
complete mortality of QFF occurs if there
are five or more days with minimum daily
temperatures of less than -4.5°C. 
 
But it ’s likely that many adult flies have
moved out of exposed sites and into
warmer refuges. 
 
It is remarkable how much the temperature
varies across the landscape – or even within
a citrus tree. 

When midnight temperatures reach 0°C in
the air around the tree, parts within the
canopy can register as high as 5–7°C. 
 
These are the sites QFF move to overnight
in cold weather.
 
It ’s unlikely that QFF adults will overwinter
in deciduous orchards due to higher levels
of exposure to harsh conditions. 
 
However, some will move to nearby sites
with evergreen trees and stay there over
winter. 
 
Lemon trees located near the house, shed
or fowl yard (where ambient temperatures
are higher due to heating) make excellent
winter refuges for QFF.

QFF detections within the GSPFA (January – November)
Trapping data sourced from Agriculture Victoria
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Don't be deceived by low
numbers last summer

Absence of QFF in an orchard last
season doesn’t mean it won’t attract
QFF this season.
 
If QFF were in the general region last year
(2018/19), it would be very risky to assume
they have gone away. 
 
Two possible scenarios are at play here.
 
The first is that flies were present in such
small numbers that they were not seen.
 
Fruit that became infested and fell off trees
prior to harvest could be the source of an
expanded population of QFF this season. 
 
As an example, a jujube grower who never
had QFF problems in the past, found and
ignored a few pieces of infested fruit last
year. 

This year, QFF populations exploded and
caused adverse impacts on productivity and
marketing of the dried product.
 
The second scenario concerns QFF entering
the orchard from outside – either by adults
flying in from untreated infestations
elsewhere in the region, or as immature life
stages (eggs and larvae) in infested fruit. 
 
The question on how far QFF flies has not
yet been answered satisfactorily. 
 
Most scientists agree that the majority of
the local population stays within 1km of its
origin, while some have the capacity to
travel several kilometres. 
 
Some scientists say adult flies can disperse
from 5–20km on the wind, which suggests
that the bigger the QFF population, the
more likely it will spread over large
distances.

"Both scenarios 
mean that 

monitoring for 
QFF prior to 

fruit ripening 
is essential."


